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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. By an- 
swering perplexing religious questions THE 
MecIDDO MESSAGE will strengthen your faith 
in the Bible. It will give you courage for 
these uncertain times and bring peace and 
stability to your life. 

Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 
HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set ............... $2.25 
RNIN S55 bas ste gine a's wae .20 
| OY SASS er reste are 40 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages . 1.50 
Both volumes . 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
April 23, 1955 


To help your children 


MorE and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interesting 
and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar,time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

RE URI P ERE a 21 uP Alert prttees eth 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color, 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price ral ts 50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9 x 12. 

Price Rete of diehe 35 








Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





The Coming of Jesus & Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 
It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
Second Coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 
It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 
This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 
Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies to 
send to your friends. 
One dozen copies ... $1.00 
Single copies Si ae 





THE Mecippo MEsSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the locai 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15,1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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The Two Great Lights of Genesis 


Series seven of the first three chapters of Genesis 
Our next issue will feature 


THE MAN MADE IN GOD’s IMAGE 


N THE grand allegory of Genesis, the vast sweep of 
the Divine plan is introduced by the creation of light. 
“And God said, Let there be light: and there was 

light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God 
divided the light from the darkness. And God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night” (Genesis 1: 
3—5). 

Following was the creation of grass: “And God said, 
Let the earth bring forth grass” (v. 11). 

Further we read, “God made two great lights; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule 
the night” (v. 16). 

A literal construction of these passages has involved 
theologians in no end of difficulties. If natural light were 
created only about six thousand years ago, then prior to 
that time the entire universe was a dark and purposeless 
void, uninhabited and uninhabitable. Furthermore, if the 
creation of the physical sun did not occur until literal 
grass was growing luxuriantly, then the green turf was 
produced on earth in the frigid condition which would 
prevail in the absence of the sun’s warming rays. 

In the light of the Scriptural elucidation of the allegory 
which both appeals to reason and harmonizes with scien- 
tific fact, such absurdities and impossibilities are aban- 
doned as relics of man’s apostate darkness. 

By consulting the Prophets, Apostles and Jesus, we 
find light to be a divine symbolism employed to represent 
all goodness and those in whom it dwells; darkness, on 
the contrary, signifies evil and all evil doers. Grass, short- 
lived and perishable—denotes people, here today and gone 
today. The “lesser light” which rules this night of spirit- 
ual darkness we shall prove to be the Word of God; the 
“greater light” to shine with effulgence in God’s eternal 
Day—Christ, the Sun of righteousness. 


The Source of Light 


Were we to trace the flickering light of human erudi- 
tion to its origin, we should arrive at the mind of mortal 
man. But when we seek to discover the vastly superior 
source of divine light as unfolded on the pages of Holy 
Writ, we are transported to the mind of the Infinite— 
the heart of God. The Book reveals that “God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all”; in fact He is “the Father of 
lights” (I John 1:5; James 1:17). Notice that darkness 
forms no part of God’s spiritual creation—only light. 

It would seem that man’s interest and aspiration would 
converge and focus on this superior light whose Creator 
and Source is the Eternal. Sadly, however, such is not the 
case. “This is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). The light of 
divine wisdom has always fostered true civilization and 
the highest morality; yet it has received little credit or 
support from the masses. And why? “Men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” Man 
shuns that wisdom which would enlighten his mind, 
transform his life and guide his steps in safety. 


The Definition of Light 


The light of divine wisdom is made available to human- 
ity through the medium of the written Word. We read, 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path” (Ps. 119: 105). 

Peter further establishes the light as the Word: “We 
have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise” 
(II Pet. 1:19). The figure of a light shining in a dark 
place signifies that the world at large will choose to re- 
main in darkness despite the illuminating power of the 
Word. Though the darkness persists, the Word is avail- 
able to all who will receive it. It is the “lesser light” of 
Gen. 1: 16, created to rule the night of spiritual darkness 
which envelops mankind. 


The Function of Light 


Without light, life would be a purposeless existence, 
our farthest horizons bound within the limits of a brief, 
mortal span. With light, all things are possible. Those 
horizons broaden and expand into an eternity filled with 
supreme delights. 

The light of God’s Word imparts knowledge. “The en- 
trance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding 
unto the. simple” (Ps. 119: 130). “The eyes of your un- 
derstanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead” (Eph. 1: 18— 
20). Here is light and understanding which has power to 
release its possessor from the clutches of Death! 

The light of God’s Word reveals to man his own nature. 
“Everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither com- 
eth to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest, that they are wrought in God” (John 
3:20, 21). Light exposes evil. Therefore, all who seek for 
purity will step forth into its revealing rays. 

The light of God’s Word affords prophetic insight; it 
reveals the times and seasons of the Lord’s return. “But 
of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need 
that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that 
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night... . 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief” (I Thess. 5: 1—4). Light creates 
expectancy of the Second Advent, and expectancy stimu- 
lates preparation. 


The light of God’s Word leads to holiness now, and to 
exceeding joy in eternity. “O send out thy light and thy 
truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy 
hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto the altar 
of God, unto God my exceeding joy” (Ps. 48:8, 4). 


Light-Stands and Their Obligations 


Throughout the teachings of Jesus runs a vital prin- 
ciple: the light and the light-stands are one. By walking 
in the light of revealed truth, the believer identifies him- 
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self with the light, and actually becomes a part of it. 
Jesus was the world’s greatest light, not because of the 
greatness of His natural endowments or of His divine 
origin, but because of the amount of light He absorbed 
and radiated in His daily life. 

Through the ages all of God’s representatives have 
been burning and shining lights against a background 
of grossest darkness. 

Addressing His followers, Jesus said, “Ye are the light 
of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are 
in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 5: 14—16). 

Obviously, the spread and growth of the light requires 
our co-operation as light-stands. Therefore the role of 
the individual light-bearer is extremely important. And 
the would-be light-bearer must remember that the one 
great medium by which indwelling light becomes out- 
wardly manifest to attract an unbeliever, is through 
good works. When our good works are not apparent to all 
members of the household of faith as well as all unbeliev- 
ers who may chance to observe, then our light is under a 
bushel. 

From this one short passage of our Lord’s Sermon 
on the Mount, it is evident that the light-bearer’s obliga- 
tions are tremendous. We find elsewhere that he must 
walk in the light; he must speak according to the light; 
he must love his brother, for “he that hateth his brother 
is in darkness” (I John 1:6, 7; Isa. 8:20; I John 2: 
9—11). Identification as lights in the world involves not 
only our personal walk but our relationship with others. 
Brotherly love must be manifest, and this is a virtue 
which matures only in deep, fertile Christian soil. There 
are words of encouragement to be spoken, burdens to be 
lifted, doubts to be absolved, reproofs to be administered, 
all of which express love for the brotherhood and afford 
light for the way. 

Another obligation of the light-bearer is alertness. “Ye 
are all the children of light, and the children of the day: 
we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us 
not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober” 
(I Thess. 5:5, 6). In this appeal to “children of light” 
is a revelation of the “day” and “night” of the Genesis 
allegory. The day embraces all righteousness, the night 
all wickedness. 

“And God divided the light from the darkness,” the day 
from the night. In this brief statement is embraced an 
eternal principle of divine law. Light and darkness must 
remain divided, their cleavage sharp and definite; there 
can be no affiliation, no amalgamation between the two. 

Paul elaborated this same truth when he said, “Have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them,” and again, “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness? . . . Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (Eph. 5:11; II Cor. 
6: 14, 17, 18). While the assignment is difficult, as any 
who have attempted absolute severance from darkness 
can testify, yet the recompense is abundant—“I will be a 
Father unto you.” The “Father of lights” hereby con- 
«oy to become our Father if, if we become “children 
of light.” 


The Greater Light 


“And God made two great lights; the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night.” 

We have found the “lesser light” which rules this night 
of darkness to be the Word and all who exemplify the 
Word. 

For nearly six thousand years the tired eyes of a stricken 
world have looked with longing for the end of the night. 
Generation after generation has groped and stumbled in 
the darkness. And now “the night is far spent, the day is 
at hand” (Rom. 13: 12). A new light, the “greater light” 
of Genesis is about to arise to dispel the immemorial 
darkness. Even now it colors the eastern sky with the 
foreglory of the approaching dawn. Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apostles have described this “greater light” in golden 
words of promise, suggesting the glory which shall bathe 
the whole world in God’s eternal Day. 

Let us read from Isaiah. “The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: .. . of 
the increase of his government and peace theré shall be 
no end” (9:2, 6, 7). This “child”—-composed of Christ 
and the saints, now in the process of creation—is to form 
the great light of the new Day. 


Speaking prophetically, King David described the 
glories of the coming Day. “He that ruleth over men 
must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be as 
the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a 
morning without clouds” (II Sam. 23:3, 4). Yes, weary 
pilgrim, there is to dawn a day without a cloud! When 
the greater light of Genesis appears in the political heav- 
ens, it shall roll back every cloud of disease, of poverty, 
of man’s inhumanity to man. 

Malachi identifies the greater light as the Sun of right- 
eousness. “Behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an 
oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them nei- 
ther root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings [‘rays’—Moffatt]” (4:1, 2). When this mighty 
Sovereign of the morning arises in the new heavens, His 
healing beams shall penetrate to earth’s remotest bounds. 
There shall be spiritual healing until all shall know the 
Lord, from the least to the greatest; and physical healing 
until the inhabitant shall not say, “I am sick.” 


Whereas this Sun heals, it also destroys. “The sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the 
grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth” (James 1:11). This brings into 
focus the grass of God’s spiritual creation, not literal 
grass, but “surely the people is grass” (Isa. 40:7), and 
such grass existed long before the Sun of righteousness 
was created. However, “when the wicked spring as the 
grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish,” 
they are destined to be destroyed forever by the Sun of 
righteousness (Ps. 92:7). 

Further blessings to be dispensed in the coming Day 
are described by Isaiah. “Behold my servant [Christ and 
His associates, the greater light], whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit 
upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the 
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blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.... 
And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; 
I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I 
will make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight” (42:1, 6, 7, 16). The oncoming Day offers 
universal emancipation from the prison house of dark- 
ness. Now only a few can be constrained to cast off the 
shackles of religious error and superstition which bind 
them in prison; but when Christ the Sun of righteousness 
shines in the new heavens, ‘““Many people and strong na- 
tions” shall say, “Come ye, and let us walk in the light 
of the Lord” (Isa. 2:5). 

Perhaps nowhere in Scripture are the splendors of the 
new Day seen in such full and evident display as in Isaiah 
60. There we see Jehovah’s great Luminary burst upon 
the east and flood the world with glory, dispelling for- 
ever the darkness of the ages. Beautiful and inspiring is 
the poet’s paraphrase of the passage. 


“Awake, arise, thy light is come; 
The nations, that before outshone thee, 
Now at thy feet lie dark and dumb— 
The glory of the Lord is on thee! 
Arise—the Gentiles to thy ray, 
From every nook of earth shall cluster; 
And kings and princes haste to pay 
Their homage to thy rising luster. 


“No more shall Discord haunt thy ways, 
Nor ruin waste thy cheerless nation; 
But thou shalt call thy portals, Praise, 

And thou shalt name thy walls, Salvation. 
The sun no more shall make thee bright, 
Nor moon shall lend her luster to thee; 
But God, Himself, shall be thy Light, 

And flash eternal glory through thee. 


“Thy sun shall never more go down; 
A ray, from Heav’n itself descended, 
Shall light thy everlasting crown— 
Thy days of mourning all are ended. 
My own elect, and righteous Land! 
The Branch, forever green and vernal, 
Which I have planted with this hand— 
Live thou shalt in Life Eternal.” 





WAIT 


N THE 6th chapter of Second Kings we read that the 

king of Israel was greatly distressed and grieved to 
hear of a shocking story resulting from the famine in 
the land. He rent his clothes and cried with a loud voice 
against the Prophet of the Lord. He determined to have 
the Prophet slain because the man of God had not prayed 
to the Almighty to provide them some way to escape 
from the miseries with which they were surrounded; and 
he sent someone to cut off the Prophet’s head. 

Then repenting of his wrath, the king made haste to 
save him. Upon entering the presence of the Prophet, he 
was told by the man of God: “Hear ye the word of the 
Lord: Thus saith the Lord, Tomorrow about this time 
shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two 
measures of barley for a shekel, in the gates of Samaria.” 

This prediction made the king and all present very 
joyful, for they believed what the Prophet said, as his 
former predictions had been true and accurately ful- 
filled; and the expectation of plenty so near at hand made 


the want they were in that day, with the weariness which 
accompanied it, appear a light thing to them. But a cer- 
tain captain, a lord on whose hand the king leaned, an- 
swered the man of God, saying: “Behold, if the Lord 
would make windows in heaven, might this thing be?” 

The Prophet answered: “Behold, thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shall not eat thereof.” 

They waited. 

And as can be learned by reading the narrative: the 
ones who had waited and believed the Prophet of the Lord 
were freed from their miseries; but the captain re- 
ceived no benefit of this bountiful supply of provisions. 
Why these bountiful provisions? “For the Lord had made 
the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a 
noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they 
said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired 
against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the 
Egyptians, to come upon us. Wherefore they arose and 
fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, 
and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for 
their life’ (II Kings 7:6, 7). 

When word was brought to the king of the deserted 
camp, he, fearing it was a trick of the Syrians to lure 
them into a trap, sent men to inspect, and report to him. 
They took two of the chariot horses and followed after 
the Syrian army as far as Jordan: “and, lo, all the way 
was full of garments and vessels which the Syrians had 
cast away in their haste.” And the messengers returned 
and told the king. So the people went out to the tents of 
the Syrians, and thus it was that “a measure of fine flour 
was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, according to the word of the Lord” (vs. 14—16). 

But what was the fate of the incredulous captain who 
had spoken to the king so derisively, that “if the Lord 
should make windows in heaven might such a thing be”? 
The king appointed him to have charge of the gate, and 
in their eagerness to obtain food for their starving and 
famished bodies “the people trode upon him in the gate, 
and he died,” just as the Prophet of the Lord had said. 


It is a lesson for the unbelieving to learn that, as we 
are assured in Lamentations 3: 25, 26, “The Lord is good 
unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 
It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait 
for the salvation of the Lord.” 


In the days of the Exodus the Children of Israel were 
guided by the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire 
by night. At the command of the Lord they rested, and 
at His command they journeyed. The waiting and the 
journeying were both the guidance of the Lord, the one 
as much as the other. Once they grew weary of waiting, 
and worshiped the golden calf to their peril. Waiting re- 
wards. Impulsive moving, in advance of the Lord’s com- 
mand, punishes. 

“Stand still”—Wait—said Moses to the fearful Israel- 
ites as Pharaoh and his army followed closer and closer 
upon their heels, “and see the salvation of the Lord.” 
Their waiting ended in their march through the parted 
sea! 

After the Ascension the Apostles were commanded not 
to “depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 
the Father” of baptism of the Holy Spirit, which they 
did; but they took upon themselves the selection of one to 
take the place of Judas who had fallen through trans- 
gression. They did not wait the Lord’s appointment of 
Paul the Apostle. 

Waiting, or patience in trouble, is God’s great purpose. 
For, says the great Apostle: “Though I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am 











4 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” The 
first great ingredient of charity is “suffereth long.” (That 
is easy to say.) “It understands, and therefore waits; and 
has the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.” It is patient. 

What, then, is patience? It is spiritual endurance, the 
willingness to wait God’s time without doubting His 
Truth. Patience brings peace to both mind and spirit. 
Through the dim centuries of time, the farmer has un- 
derstood the meaning of patience. He knows the slow 
march of the seasons, the rich fragrance of earth fresh- 
turned in the warm spring sun, the storm-clouds driving 
low rumblings across the sky. He knows these things 
move at God’s will, not his. So armed with faith to be- 
lieve, patience to endure, he toils on, knowing that through 
patience can his faith be made more than an illusion. He 
has learned to labor and to wait. 

All that the farmer labors and waits for slowly perishes 
with the using. Even the rocks he finds on his land which 
seem so enduring, slowly yield to the power of erosion. 
It is only when we “lift up” our “eyes on high” that we 
behold anything enduring. Those starry heavens alone 
continue on in their orbits the same as in Abraham’s day, 
with never a collision, exactly on schedule; not decaying 
but ever expanding as new worlds are brought into 
creation. Truly, “the heavens declare the glory of God” 
and are sure proof of a Creator, and a Creator of some- 
thing enduring. 

In nature, clouds are harbingers of blessings. They 
shut out the sun, cover the moon and stars and shorten 
the horizon; yet what blessings they bring: a softened 
and mellowed earth, growth and fruition of crops! Too 
often we foolishly wish that all our days would be bright 
and clear; we become discouraged and fearful, failing to 
realize that the dark clouds of afflictions and trials are 
but God’s vehicles of blessings sent to soften and mellow 
our hearts and make them fruitful and useful for Him. 


That Mighty Creator tells us through His Prophet 
(Isa. 40:31), “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint.” He also declares in Habakkuk 2: 2, 38, 
“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he 
may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an ap- 
pointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: 
though it tarry, wait for it: because it will surely come, 
it will not tarry.” This is our most important lesson on 
waiting! 

The farmer waits for his crops to mature, but not in 
idleness. Likewise, the ones who shall receive the blessing 
are those who hear and obey the command of Jesus in 
Luke 12:35, 36, “Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto men that 
wait for their lord . . . that when he cometh and knock- 
eth, they may open unto him immediately.” 





PRAYING OR PLANNING 


We plan and plan, then pray 
That God may bless our plan. 
So runs our dark and doubtful way, 
That scarce shall lead unto the day— 
So runs the life of man! 


But hearken! God saith: “Pray!” 
And He will show His plan, 

And lead us in His shining way 

That leadeth on to perfect Day 


Each God-surrendered man! —Selected. 


PEBBLES TO PEAKS 


S THE universe itself is composed of minute atoms, 
A so likewise it is these little details, mere pebbles, 
which tend to make success or failure in our calling. At- 
tention to details is an element of effectiveness which no 
reach of plan, no loftiness of design, no enthusiasm of 
purpose, can dispense with. 

The disposition of mankind is to despise the little in- 
cidents of everyday life. But these things bear watch- 
ing, for it is out of them that the peaks which make the 
mountain range of our life are fashioned. It is not the 
great boulders but the small pebbles on the road that 
bring the traveling horse to his knees. And it is the petty 
annoyances of life, the little sins, the stray thoughts com- 
ing to us in week-day dress, that grow into forbidding 
mountains of stone, savage peaks that cut off our view 
of the future and make a peak we yet must climb before 
we enter the Promised Land. We make our own crosses. 
Many are stranded on these peaks of their own making, 
and leave their bones this side of Jordan in the wilder- 
ness of sin. 

We must answer the small need before it grows great; 
assuage the little sorrow before it burrows deep; be ever 
watchful of our words, for they possess a power beyond 
calculation. They are swiftly transmitted from us to 
others, and though we scarcely give them a passing 
thought their spirit lives. One start can set the pendulum 
swinging quite a while. Let us be on our guard that we 
do not unintentionally widen little rifts into great 
breaches; watch lest our carelessly dropped pebbles add 
to a brother’s peaks. 

Every man carries within himself a world which must 
be conquered. Another’s path may look smoother than our 
own, his peak less steep and rugged; yet as his day, so is 
his strength. We must be quick to help another before 
Faith becomes footsore and faints in the dust before the 
last milestone’s granite face. There is an old Sioux In- 
dian prayer which contains a good thought: “O great 
Spirit, help me never to judge another until I have 
walked two weeks in his moccasins.” 

Beauty, it is said, is in the eye of the beholder; then, 
too, seeing is selective. We see what we have learned to 
look for, and we do not see what we have learned to 
ignore. 

It is this mind of ours at mischief that often magnifies 
our peaks and gives life a false coloring, and we feel our 
strength is not equal to the task before us. It is our atti- 
tudes, these little pebbles, that are the higher-ups, the 
big executives in our mental life. They are the habits that 
sit in the driver’s seat. When we get control of them, our 
peaks will be as molehills and we shall make rapid prog- 
ress toward our goal. Life may not be all we want, but it 
is all we have; we can make our present a guarantee of 
our future. 

These pebbles of anxiety of “what shall we eat, and 
what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed” 
pile up, and new peaks start to raise their ugly heads. It 
is the minutes wasted that wound the hours and mar the 
day. We are tempted to think the worthies of old were 
people who lived in cloistered retirement, free from the 
press of the world. But where do we find they were? In 
the midst of the battle, carrying responsibilities; not off 
in some quiet, shaded corner. 

We find it a convenient excuse to think we are so much 
busier than they, that they led so much more quiet lives 
than we, that they had so much more time for God, that 

(Continued on page 9) 
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SHOULD A WOMAN TEACH IN THE CHURCH? 


ee carefully, weigh well, and compare with the 
Word of God. 

“Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it 
is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are com- 
manded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.” 
This verse in I Corinthians 14: 34 is the passage of Scrip- 
ture to which our attention is directed. In order to under- 
stand what the Apostle Paul is writing about, we must 
read the entire chapter. By so doing, we learn that he is 
writing of two things in particular: the gift of tongues, 
and of prophecy. 

This verse, taken out of its connection, with the plain 
qualifying terms omitted, was handed out to the world 
as truth by the false teachers during the Dark Ages. Be- 
cause of this wrong interpretation women have been de- 
prived of their just rights until more recent years. 

In reading Gal. 3: 28 we find that Paul laid down one 
of the grandest principles in the Bible. He declares: 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” Here he laid down a glorious plat- 
form that there is no distinction; they are all one in 
Christ Jesus. He had great respect for his women helpers, 
as we read in Phil. 4:3, “I entreat thee also, true yoke- 
fellow, help those women which labored with me in the 
gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellow la- 
borers, whose names are in the book of life.” 

It has been claimed that Paul was a woman-hater. No; 
he had women helpers in the gospel—not simply doing 
housework but laboring with him in the gospel; for he 
says in Rom. 16:1, 2, “I commend unto you Phebe our 
sister, which is a servant [or deaconess] of the church 
which is at Cenchrea.” He tells of many other helpers in 
the ranks of womanhood and lays down the principle that 
in the service of the Lord there is no difference, whether 
male or female, for they are all one in Christ. But the 
question of speaking in tongues is our subject today. 

We learn by reading Acts 2: 4 that those who received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit could speak in tongues. Also 
in I Cor. 14:31 we find that all could prophesy, whether 
they had the gift of tongues or not. Now, with this in 
mind, we must be very careful to distinguish between the 
two subjects. In verse 2 it is stated: “For he that speak- 
eth in an unknown tongue [in the church] speaketh not 
unto men, but unto God: [why does he not speak unto 
men?] for no man understandeth him.” And why does 
no man understand him? Because he speaks in an un- 
known tongue. For this reason, Paul declares in verse 5, 
“I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that 
ye prophesied”—this same word means teach. Why would 
he rather that they prophesied?—“that the church may 
receive edifying.” 

All the members could not understand foreign tongues, 
but all could understand the Prophets if the speakers 
taught from the Scriptures. Therefore Paul wrote in 
verse 19, “Yet in the church I had rather speak five words 
with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue.” He places great importance upon teaching 
(prophesying) in the church; not so much upon the gift 
of tongues. Why is this? 

Read verse 22, “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not 
to them that believe [not a sign for the church], but to 
them that believe not.” Now read verse 27, “If any man 
speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the 
most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 


But if there be no interpreter,”—what then?—“let him 
keep silence in the church.” Now here we find the same 
command concerning the men as we had concerning the 
women: to “keep silence in the church.” 

But let us remember the qualifying term with which 
we started, that Paul writes concerning speaking in “an 
unknown tongue” to “let your women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak”— 
speak how?—with unknown tongues; because Paul has 
not changed the subject but is still speaking about tongues. 
How may we know he is still speaking about tongues? 
Read verse 31: “For ye may all [this includes both men 
and women] prophesy [or teach] one by one, that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted.” This same Paul wrote 
in I Thess. 4: 18, “Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” 

In the early church they were very close to the Word 
of God, and all their prophesying or teaching was taken 
from its blessed pages; as we read in I Cor. 14: 32, “And 
the spirits of the prophets [teachers] are subject to the 
prophets.” Also the testimony in I John 4:1 reads thus: 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world.” So according to these scrip- 
tures the women were allowed to prophesy or teach (see 
Acts 21: 8, 9) provided they were subject to the Prophets 
and taught only those things which they could read from 
the Scriptures. 

Let us now read I Cor. 14: 35, “And if they will learn 
anything, let them ask their husbands at home:”’—learn 
anything about what? About the unknown tongues. If 
it had reference to the Scriptures, all the women in the 
church would have to be married or remain in ignorance, 
because they would have no one to teach them!—“for 
it is a shame for women to speak in the church”—speak 
how? In unknown tongues. If it were a shame for women 
to speak from the Scriptures or Prophets, why did Paul 
say in verse 31, “that ye may all prophesy”? Does not 
“all” include the women? Yes; they may all teach, but 
they must not speak in unknown tongues. 


It may be questioned why this is so: Why were not the 
women permitted to speak in unknown tongues? This 
can be answered best by supplementing another question: 
Why were none of the Gospels written by women? Why 
were not some of the Epistles written by women? 

It appears that all through the Scriptures, God has 
chosen men to fill the most important positions. All the 
old Prophets were men; although we read of Miriam the 
prophetess, the sister of Aaron and Moses (Exodus 15: 
20); Deborah the prophetess, who judged Israel, and 
who went at the head of the army with Barak, and with 
him sang the song of praise to the Lord for their deliver- 
ance from the enemy (Judges 4 and 5). Also there was 
Huldah the prophetess (II Kings 22:14), and perhaps 
others, but of these there is special mention. However, all 
the Apostles were men. God has established a precedent 
that the majority of His leaders were men. 

The Apostle Paul clarified this subject as plainly as 
words could make it, and yet the false teachers took 
I Cor. 14: 34 out of its connection, left off all the qualify- 
ing terms, and were thus the cause of the darkness con- 
cerning the question and the injustice toward women 
throughout the ages. But in the Scriptures, in every in- 
stance, Paul is vindicated and his accusers proved in 
error. He was as willing to listen and do justice to a 
Phebe or a Priscilla as to an Aquila or an Apollos. 
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SLEEPING ON GUARD 


S SOLDIERS of Christ, we have been called in the 
night watches, called to be sentinels, called to guard 
duty! That is the commission under which we must fight 
to earn our insignia of perfectness. Loyal and courageous, 
we take our stand on God’s holy ground of service, watch- 
ing with eternal vigilance lest we fall short in necessary 
disciplining and training, lest we betray our trust to the 
beloved Captain of the guards. There in the long night- 
watches we must be ready for any emergency, watching 
earnestly at the outposts of our thoughts, for therein is 
the secret of gaining eternal life—watching our thoughts. 


A good soldier of Jesus Christ will endure hardness. His 
lot calls for hardship, not ease. The dark midnight hours 
tell of responsibilities assumed without a waver; of dull 
duties performed cheerfully; of humble obedience in 
singleness of heart, and of long weary hours crowned by 
holy thoughts. A man may be brave and courageous fight- 
ing alongside of his fellow men, standing shoulder to 
shoulder; but the test of his character-metal shows up in 
the night-watches, when he is alone on sentry duty— 
alone with his thoughts. 


Thoughts invade every conscious moment of our lives. 
Are they holy thoughts? Holy thoughts need no watch- 
ing, no guarding against. The continued cherishing and 
entertaining of pure thoughts become in time an impreg- 
nable armor which no evil dart can penetrate. 


It is evil thoughts that must be fortified against might- 
ily. They are the aborigines of our evil nature. They are 
the enemies we must watch, fight and subjugate, nay, 
exterminate. Our old self-life with its conflicting thoughts 
and actions must die. That is the purpose of being called 
to guard duty—to challenge the thoughts, and then, “do 
and die,” die to sin. 


Great zeal and earnestness are necessary to keep the 
outposts of our character clear and free of the many in- 
sidious foes of which evil thoughts is the ringleader. 
There would be no manifestation of jealousy, envy or 
anger if an evil thought had not put in its deadly work 
first. Alas, so long has the enemy held the fort of our 
emotions, that he is not going to give up without a mighty 
struggle. A single-attack-victory is out of the question. 
Today, the foe may seem vanquished, dead at our feet, so 
it may appear, but, comes another day and he has revived 
in some other form, for has he not “seven lives”? Again 
and again the enemy will strike in an effort to regain the 
old frontiers. But a true soldier cannot afford to “give 
up,” least of all “fall asleep” on guard. The stiffer the 
battle, the harder he must fight, for his eternal life de- 
pends upon his thoughts. 


Alas for the indolent soldier who is attracted by the 
confusion in Babylon and by the bright lights of Sodom! 
Alas for the one to whom the pleasures of the world ap- 
peal so strongly that they outweigh the eternal promises 
of God; to the one who takes more pleasure in living in 
sin than in dying to sin; who has lost interest in the 
great contest of his faith; who has not his whole heart 
in the duty of serving his Captain! The past looms up big, 
and the weary soldier begins to long for the times past 
and gone when he basked in false security, considering 
himself safe on the sidelines, away from life’s battle and 
strife. Beware soldier! such thoughts tend to make one 
drowsy—surrendering without a fight—sleeping on 
guard! 

Sleeping on guard! No longer true to your Captain! 
Awake, soldier! Listen to the warning note! Wrestle 


anew and survive! “Awake! Awake! put on thy strength!” 

One of the hardest things for an undisciplined soldier 
to take, is a warning. A warning goes against the grain 
of the “old man.” It is the “new man” that profits by a 
warning. 

Warnings make of a good soldier a still better one. 
Give him a warning and you are handing him the weapons 
with as much as to say, “I have seen the enemy in your 
territory. Prepare for the fight!” Immediately his mind 
and body are alerted for action. The wandering thoughts 
are restrained. He stands tense and ready for the invader, 
with his weapons well in hand. Being forewarned, he is 
now forearmed. 

Such a man is ready and waiting on guard long before 
the enemy makes an appearance. At the first sound of a 
warning, he stops short in his tracks, considers his ways, 
denys himself and gets back to his post on the battle- 
field. Up in the watch tower, standing on guard, he 
watches in all directions. To him, there will be no sur- 
prise attacks, for he is prepared for the slightest stirring 
of the foe. With the spirit of conquest awakened within 
him, the soldier tingles with action. Holding the vantage 
ground, he is ready to put the enemy at a disadvantage. 
Well does he know that routing the evil thoughts before 
they begin action will spare him much “sweat, blood and 
tears.” All that a man achieves or fails to achieve is the 
direct result of his battle with thoughts. 

One must be fully awake to have the warning notes 
penetrate the preoccupied senses; for human nature does 
not like to be warned. The usual attitude is, “Oh, that 
does not refer to me!”” How much more pleasant it is to 
sleep on than to rouse to action. But he who is wise profits 
even by the warnings given to others, for he then applies 
them to himself. ““A word to the wise is sufficient.” 

There are some warnings that can be listed as front- 
line dispatches. These are sounded by an educated con- 
science. Enlightened by Truth, the conscience becomes a 
trustworthy and reliable signalman. This is the medium 
through which God works, giving us impressions that we 
may become sensitive to the multiple promptings of sin. 
The Wise Man puts it clearly when he says that a “Man’s 
conscience is the lamp of the Eternal, flashing into his 
inmost soul” (Prov. 20:27, Moffatt). Happy is the sol- 
dier whose conscience does not condemn him! 

He who gives a warning, gives out the order, To arms! 

He who heeds a warning prepares to meet his Goliath. 


He who rejects a warning is asleep on guard, only to 
be overpowered in the end by the giants of his own evil 
nature. 

Let us not sleep on guard but heed all warnings, know- 
ing that we do not fight alone. If we do not wage a “cold 
war” by appeasing evil or compromising with sin, but 
resisting “unto blood,” we may be sure that all the forces 
of Heaven will be on our side. We can rest assured there 
will be reinforcements of strength awaiting us in every 
hour of need. The powers of Truth and its resources will 
be marshaled to our assistance if we first take the warn- 
ings and then fight for our eternal life. There is a pre- 
cious promise that He will never leave us nor forsake us 
if we work to keep our territory free and clear of all our 
enemies. 

Then, when the drum-beats of war are silenced and our 
sentry duty is over, when the Day dawns and the Day 
Star arises, how will the Judgment Record stand? Surely, 
not one of our members will be listed as sleeping on guard! 
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MEET YOURSELF 


SF esnga given an introduction to a monarch, president 
or any great personage of this world, man, as 
a rule, feels honored. We all have a list of people we 
should like to meet, whether in this age or in another. 
But today if you were to ask whom I should like to meet 
most of all, my answer would be, “Myself.” 


A foolish answer, you say? Not at all. I have lived very 
close to myself many years, but do I really know myself? 
Have I ever known the real me? An introduction might 
be quite revealing. 

Through the years we have stored in our minds many 
mental pictures of ourselves. Many of these pictures are 
far from realistic. If you will help me, I will take my 
mental album and compare my picture with those you 
have of me, and those God must have on file. 


Your pictures are known as my reputation; God’s pic- 
tures, my character. The question was once asked, “If 
your reputation and character should perchance meet, 
would they recognize each other?” 


Sad to say, many of us are more anxious about our 
reputation than about our character. It is commendable 
to endeavor to maintain a good reputation. In many earthly 
endeavors, reputation will help us get to the top; but 
character is the only thing that keeps us from falling off. 
Reputation is a shaky thing to rely on. A name which has 
cost many years to establish is often destroyed in a single 
hour. A good character, too, takes many years to form. 
An enemy or a misunderstanding can tear a reputation to 
shreds; but only we can command a gain or loss in our 
character. 


Reputation, then, means little unless when diligently 
compared with God’s true transparency of our character 
—His word supplying the illumination—it conforms iden- 
tically. Reputation, it has been truly said, “is what man 
thinks we are; character, what God knows we are.” 


Now back to our pictures. I see you have me pictured 
as an honest person. That agrees with mine, for I know I 
am honest; I would not take a penny that did not belong 
to me. But how does God see me? Am I honest with Him? 
Am I paying my vow now in the presence of all His peo- 
ple? We have vowed to serve Him with all our mind, 
might and strength. If we are failing in this respect, we 
have told a lie and are dishonest in His sight. Perhaps 
I do not stand so well on that point; much more work is 
required. 


What then do we have on humility? Surely I am not 
puffed up, for I have nothing in the world to be proud of 
or to glory in, except this truth. At times I feel very 
small and unworthy. God pictures me as being proud; 
how can that be? You say, “We are proud when we do 
not admit our faults.” I’ll confess I have not always been 
ready to do that. How terrible! I am really proud. More 
humility I must strive to have, for “pride goeth before 
destruction.” 

Now let us look at covetousness. I know I am not covet- 
ous. I have everything I need, practically everything I 
could wish for. Ah! your picture agrees with mine. But 
how is this? God’s picture shows a horrid spot of covet- 
eousness on my heart. I see, if I am longing for one way 
of my own, or one thing He has forbidden, then I am 
covetous. 

My picture may not show selfishness and jealousy, but 
we are all beset by these weaknesses, and God’s picture 
will surely reveal these defects. This meeting myself is 


shocking; I am looking worse and worse. Surely man in 
his natural state is altogether vanity. There is no sound- 
ness in my flesh; I am as a filthy rag, an unclean thing in 
God’s sight. I find none of my works are yet perfect be- 
fore Him. I know that in me (in my flesh) dwelleth no 
good thing. It is now clearly apparent that I must work 
to make my character correspond with my reputation. 

Character is a slow and steady growth, and the small- 
est child and the humblest and weakest individual by the 
constant and patient adding of the Christian virtues, may 
attain heights that now seem inaccessible. It is by the 
repetition of acts that the character becomes slowly and 
decidedly formed. We have often heard, “practice makes 
perfect”; and could anything be more true in the spirit- 
ual? It is the everyday practicing of patience, gentleness, 
humility, and goodness, that forms characters worthy of 
God’s approval. 

Just to meet ourselves is not enough; after we have 
seen, we must go to work and perfect that which is lack- 
ing. Let us be honest with ourselves and take the mirror 
of truth and meet ourselves; we shall see the secret 
thoughts that are never expressed, the lie never told for 
fear of detection; the irreverence of the heart. These, 
though unseen, are just as effectual in staining the heart 
as though the whole world knew about them. If we would 
realize that “all things are naked and open unto the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do,” we would wash these 
evils from our character. Since God has already met us, 
why should we be afraid to meet ourselves and acknowl- 
edge our sins before men? 


A good character is therefore to be carefully main- 
tained for the sake of others as well as ourselves. Every- 
one should aim at the possession of a good character as 
the highest object of life. Character is the grandest at- 
tainment man can strive for; it is worth of soul, wealth 
of heart, diamond dust of mind. He who has this aim 
lives to be what he ought to be and to do what he ought 
to do. It is thus imperative that our reputation and char- 
acter agree now if we expect to recognize each other in 
the day of Judgment. 

What could be more disappointing than to have a rep- 
utation so above reproach to the natural eye and mind, 
seemingly without spot or wrinkle, the underlying char- 
acter of which when exposed to the Judge’s all-searching 
eye shows defects and flaws glossed over in our reputa- 
tion, thus meriting only His sentence, “Depart from me, 
ye workers of iniquity.” 

While the shadows are being stretched out for us, let 
us compare our reputation with our character, thus mak- 
ing sure they agree with each other in every minute de- 
tail. Now is the polishing time, now is the pruning time, 
now is the chiseling time, now is the working time, now 
is the day of salvation. It is the trying and perilous cir- 
cumstances of life in which the value of a good character 
is realized. It is a strong and sure staff of support when 
everything else fails. In the crisis of temptation, in the 
battle of life, when the struggle comes either from within 
or without, it is our strength. 

“Seek to know self,” should be our motto; meet our- 
selves now with sword in hand, ready to cut off all flesh, 
even if it lies next to the heart. Let us meet ourselves now 
so we can meet our Master with a transparency of char- 
acter which has been perfected by the power of Truth, 
our reputation but the shining surface of the crystal 
depths which have been purified while we had time and 
opportunity. 
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Meditations on the Word 





“Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the 
land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every 
vision faileth? Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord 
God; I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no 
more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, 
The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision” 
(Ezekiel 12: 22, 23). 


As a rule, proverbs may be trusted to contain a sound 
kernel of truth, for they are the distilled essence of many 
generations of racial experience. They can, of course, be 
terribly misused and misapplied. But the Prophet Ezekiel’s 
Israel seems to have acquired some proverbs which con- 
tained not even the redeeming quality of probability. For 
instance, that one about the fathers eating sour grapes 
and the children’s teeth being set on edge (ch. 18: 2, 3) 
—a thing as impossible as it would be unfair. No won- 
der the patient spokesman of the Eternal strove so hard 
to wean them from such shallow and superstitious prov- 
erbs as our text, which is the veritable Voice of Doubt. 

An all-too-human weakness is the desire for quick re- 
* sults. The small child digs up the seeds which he planted 
yesterday to see why they have not sprouted. Especially 
in this day of scientific miracles we are likely to expect 
“pushbutton” reactions, forgetting that these “miracles” 
came to us ever so slowly, through the infinite patience 
and persistence of men who could try and fail and try 
again, not twice or a score of times, but hundreds or even 
thousands of times. Likewise the conservative, far-sighted 
investor, who does not expect the improbable and who 
can wait for events to take their course, may find financial 
security and peace of mind, while the speculator, greedy 
for a fast dollar, gets himself uleers—or worse. 

Nature itself is unhurried but inevitable. A great 
educator, when asked by a father to shorten a course for 
his son’s benefit, replied that when the Almighty wished 
to produce a sturdy oak He took a hundred years or more, 
while a squash required only three months. 

This human attitude is understandable, for men can 
reason only from what they see and with such materials 
as they have. It is not easy for a mind bound to a life- 
span of less than a century to adjust its judgment to 
those of a God with whom “a thousand years are but as 
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night” 
(Psalm 90: 4). Yet it is to the glory of the human mind 
and its Creator that it can do that very thing, impossible 
as it seems, at least to the extent required of it by the 
Plan of Salvation. 

It can be done, but it is neither simple nor easy. There 
is but one bridge which spans the abyss separating the 
human from the Divine, and that is faith—faith in God 
and His revelation. And this sort of faith does not come 
in a sudden emotional experience, nor by inheritance, nor 
by saying to oneself, “I must have faith.” Securing and 
maintaining such a faith is the Number One problem of 
the ages, and especially of the present age, the most try- 
ing of all ages. It is a faith which matures only in the 
soil of a completely surrendered will; and as we all know, 
this may be easy to say but is definitely hard to do. 


At the very heart of our latter-day hope is the Second 
Coming of Christ and His messenger, Elijah the Prophet. 
And soon. If we accept the Scriptures as the revealed 
will of God we cannot avoid the doctrine of the Second 


Coming. Many have read the promises and believed them, 
and then proceeded, in direct defiance of the command- 
ment (Mark 13:32, 33), to set the date of the Great 
Event. They were doing it in Paul’s day, and they have 
been doing it ever since. In A. D. 1000, Europe was swept 
with a mounting hysteria as the Kingdom of Christ was 
expected, for no reason at all, to come. Farms and homes 
were abandoned and the populace gathered in the churches 
to await the hour of disappointment. The succeeding cen- 
turies, down to our own, are strewn with the wrecks of 
blasted hopes, based on such unlawful time-setting. Men 
have presumptuously tried to tie the Eternal to a human 
schedule, and as a result of the inevitable failures, cyni- 
cism and disillusionment have taken the place of the 
spirit of expectancy which marked the early Church, 
whose face shone with the hope of ‘“Maranatha—the Lord 
is coming!” 

Today we hear instead the bitter challenge, “Let him 
make speed and hasten his work, that we may see it” 
(Isaiah 5: 19). Or the half-believing evasion, “The vision 
that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesi- 
eth of the times that are far off” (Ezek. 12: 27). Or, more 
than all, the completely skeptical, “Where is the prom- 
ise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation” (II Peter 3:4). These ideas, passed from 
mouth to mouth and from mind to mind, have become 
lying “proverbs” which have brought this glorious hope 
—the world’s only hope—into disrepute, and made our 
world an abode of lost and hopeless souls. 

These prophetic warnings stand like great lighthouses 
far out at sea, that we who have professed Christ may 
not make the same shipwreck of our faith. Perhaps we 
too have done some vague time-setting in the back of our 
minds. Perhaps we too have tried to tie the Almighty to 
our schedule, or set a limit to our waiting for Him to 
take action. There is an everpresent danger of granting 
even an instant’s tolerance to the suggestion, ““My Lord 
delayeth his coming” (Luke 12: 45), which is but a pre- 
liminary to the fatal decision, “Let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die.” 

To our small and impatient minds there may seem to be 
a delay, but things are not what they seem. There is and 
can be no real delay, for time and events are driving us 
toward a point which does not recede. The hour of Destiny 
is concealed in the mind of the Father; but when it 
strikes, be it early or late, “he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry” (Hebrews 10: 37). 

And if it seem to our myopic vision to tarry, who are 
we to complain? Who are we to attempt to hurry the hand 
of the Eternal? Could we face that Day without a shadow 
of fear? Are we so pure or so perfect that we are actually 
impatient for our day of opportunity to end? Let us be- 
ware lest the stern words of the Prophet condemn us for 
our self-righteousness : 

“Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! to what 
end is it for you? the day of the Lord is darkness, and 


not light . . . even very dark, and no brightness in it” 
(Amos 5: 18, 20). 





If men please, they may attempt to make a watch 
keep time by altering the hands, but the only wise plan 
is to correct the internal action. Jesus Christ went to the 
mainspring of human life; while the Pharisees washed 
their hands, He sought to cleanse men’s hearts; while 
others criticized the action, He pronounced upon the 
motive. —Sel. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


. pig a sister at Herbert, Sask., Can., is a grateful 
etter. 

“Dear Megiddo Friends—and I do mean friends. How 
nice of you to think of these children. They were so 
happy. We thank you very much for all the kindness you 
have shown us, now and in the past. I think I never will 
be able to make it up to you; but we’re sure God will. For 
we know that He sees and knows all and hears our 
prayers. ... [Thanks from each child follows.] 

Mrs. B— D—.” 

This one from Montreal, Quebec, is a renewal for the 
MESSAGE. 

“Dear Megiddo Friends: . . . I could not do without 
the MESSAGE very well. The more I read it, the more I 
cling to it, as it draws one so near to God as we read it, 
for it seems to stimulate the soul with the goodness of 
God somehow. I have read all kinds of religious books, 
but I don’t think there is anything to surpass it, as far 
as gaining the knowledge of God and the Bible. The work 
of the Mission is an honor to the country; they need 
more like you. Let us trust that God will bless you with 
every success as you travel time and space with the help 
of God and your many patrons. Many thanks for the 
Abib card. Sincerely, Mrs. M. H—.” 


From Hamilton, Ont., Can., is the following response: 

“Kind Friends: Enclosed please find P. O. Money 
Order ... to help pay for the 25 beautiful Abib cards I 
received by mail, and to cover another year’s subscription 
to the MESSAGE, also for the Megiddo Bible Lessons, won- 
derful literature to help the hungry soul to feed upon 
the ‘green pastures’ of God’s Word. I am wonderfully 
blessed to have such a priceless storehouse to draw from. 
May I also thank you for the Abib card you sent to me. 
It helps me to look closer to my responsibility. 

Respectfully yours, A— S—.” 


This expression of appreciation of the labor involved 
in the special issue of the enlarged True Christmas and 
New Year number of the Message, is from a brother at 
Canastota, N. Y. 

“Dear Brother: As we look upon the Christmas and 
New Year issue of THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE in wonder- 
ment, knowing it took some great pains to compile it, 
we know you people at the Mission go all-out to make 
good things really good. Let this standard of culture in 
the coming year be our aim. We must have high ideals 
set so that we can reach even lower ones. We however 
will not reach a high standard if we do not aim high but 
just go drifting along with the tide. ... As we look about 
us today we see how little people regard the Truth... . 
For this reason we should hold our standard high and 
have a very sacred regard for Truth. 

Your brother in the True Faith, R— R. S—.” 


A sister at Fort Johnson, N. Y., expresses thanks. 
“Dear Megiddo Mission: We wish to thank the dear 
Mission Home for the two lovely cards that were mailed 
to us: the window card, and Abib Greetings. .. . I would 
dearly love to have spent Abib 1st at the Mission, but that 
was not to be. Though years have slipped away since I 
visited there, pleasant memories are still an inspiration 

for the deep things that are hidden from the world. 

Your sister in Truth, R— K. B—.” 


Many sincere letters of appreciation have been received 
from visitors over this happy season who have returned 


home strengthened to keep pressing on in this holy way. 


PEBBLES TO PEAKS 
(Continued from page 4) 


our world today is filled with more peaks of diversion. 
But is it busier? No! There is as much time for God today 
as there ever has been. We are blest with practically 
every labor-saving invention extant; work that once took 
days to accomplish is now done in minutes. We have more 
time to serve the Lord than any people in previous ages. 
He who feels he has not enough time, had better re- 
arrange his schedule and put first things first. “Take 
time to be holy.” 

We may pray, “Pass me not, O gentle Saviour.” That 
He would never do; the passing is not His; He is wait- 
ing. The passer-by is oneself. 

As sure as the little acts of evil, the pebbles, grow into 
great peaks of sin, so surely the little pebbles of good 
deeds will grow into peaks of righteousness, peaks high 
above the earth level where that eternal spring is already 
diffusing its perfume on the breeze and affording mag- 
nificent views of the land flowing with milk and honey. 

If we would do much good in the world we must be 
willing to do good in little things. We must do the first 
good thing we can, then the next. This is the only way to 
accomplish much in one’s lifetime. He who waits to do a 
great amount of good at once, will never do anything 
worthwhile. 

It is the little pebbles of virtue that youth accumulates 
in his character upon which depends whether or not he 
will become a peak, a rock as solid and true as Gibraltar, 
or a soft cliff of chalk as those of Dover. 

There is a vast difference in the quality of old people 
who have concerned themselves only with the pebbles of 
sin, lived flabby, self-indulgent lives, and the fiber of 
those who have sailed all seas and carried all cargoes as 
servants of God and helpers of their fellow men. Not only 
the wrenching and straining of life but something also 
of the sweetness of the cargoes carried get into the very 
pores and fibers of character. 

A cup brimful of sweet water cannot spill even a drop 
of bitter water, however suddenly jolted. Pebbles of good 
become peaks of good. 

It may require fifty strokes of the axe to cut down a 
tree. A man does not have all the strength of fifty strokes 
for one stroke. All he has is enough to make one stroke 
at a time. And so God has mercifully given us strength, 
time, and opportunity to cast down the biggest peak of 
all, our own desires, and take the smooth pebbles out of 
the brook of Truth and build for ourselves eternal monu- 
ments that, unlike the mighty Pyramids of Egypt, will 
grow and gather strength and beauty from the passing 
ages. 

So let us be careful how we use these pebbles; for, as 
we perceive, they soon become peaks. 





Ye that have faith to look with fearless eyes 
Beyond the tragedy of a world at strife, 

And know that out of death and night shall rise 
The dawn of ampler life: 

Rejoice, whatever anguish rend the heart, 
That God has given you the priceless dower 

To live in these great times and have your part 
In Freedom’s crowning hour, 

That ye may tell your sons who see the light 
High in the heavens—their heritage to take— 

“T saw the powers of darkness take their flight; 
I saw the morning break.” —Sel. 
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RUTH AND NAOMI 


Farewell? Oh, no! It may not be; 
My firm resolve is heard on high! 

I will not breathe farewell to thee, 
Save only in my dying sigh. 

I know not that I now could bear 
Forever from thy side to part, 

And live without a friend to share 
The treasured sadness of my heart. 


I will not boast a martyr’s might 
To leave my home without a sigh— 
The dwelling of my past delight, 
The shelter where I hoped to die. 
In such a duty, such an hour, 
The weak are strong, the timid brave; 
For love puts on an angel’s power, 
And faith grows mightier than the grave. 


For rays of heaven serenely bright 

Have gilt the caverns of the tomb; 
And I can ponder with delight 

On all the gathering thoughts of gloom. 
Then, Mother, let us haste away 

To that blest land to Israel given, 
Where faith, unsaddened by decay, 

Dwells nearest to its native heaven. 


For where thou goest, I will go; 
With thine my earthly lot is cast; 
In pain and pleasure, joy and woe, 
Will I attend thee to the last. 
That hour shall find me by thy side, 
And where thy grave is, mine shall be: 
Death can but for a time divide 
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My firm and faithful heart from thee. S 
—Sel. = 
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